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2016  
VEHICLES AND VIOLINS SPONSORS

17th Annual Gala, this year supporting
Children’s Cottage Society, Fresh Start 

Recovery Centre and The Alex

An Invitation
The Calgary Motor Dealers Association is 
pleased to invite you to the 17th Annual  

Vehicles & Violins Gala at the BMO Centre, 
Stampede Park on Tuesday, March 8, 2016.

Enjoy delectable international cuisine, 
entertainment as arranged by musicians  
of the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra,  

raffles, live and silent auctions, and  
an exclusive preview of the  
2016 Calgary International  

Auto & Truck Show.

This 18-plus event is open only to members  
and invited guests of the CMDA and our  

charitable partners. 

Please contact us at 403.974.0707 or  
cmda@telus.net to be added to our guest list.

Tickets $150 plus GST

MEMBERS & INVITED GUESTS ONLY

An exclusive preview of the
2016 Auto Show

Tuesday, March 8th, 2016
5:30 pm – 10:00 pm

BMO Centre • Stampede Park

 205, 1217 Centre Street NW 
Calgary, Alberta T2E 2R3 

T: 403.520.2260  
E: info@thealex.ca 

thealex.ca

 204, 2120 Kensington Road NW 
Calgary, Alberta T2N 3R7 

T: 403.283.4200 
E: admin@childrenscottage.ab.ca 

childrenscottage.ab.ca

This year’s charities:
Children’s Cottage Society,  

Fresh Start Recovery Centre and The Alex  

Music by musicians of the 
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra 

Raffles, Live & Silent Auctions

International Cuisine  

Complimentary Bar

Business Attire – Free Parking

www.autoshowcalgary.com 
  Follow us on Twitter: @VnVGala 
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For someone struggling with alcohol and/or drugs, life is lonely, 
judgement is plentiful and solutions seem scarce.  

At Fresh Start Recovery Centre, we understand. We’ve been there 
and with your help we will continue to be there for those strug-
gling to break free from the chains of addiction: including family 
members, friends, coworkers and community. 

Since 1992 Fresh Start has provided solutions to recover lives, 
reunite families, restore lost friendships, reignited once success-
ful careers, reinvigorate communities, reintroduce courage and 
restore hope when ALL seemed lost. 

We do all this by housing, treating and supporting people 
recovering from the disease of addiction with the vision of “Every 
individual - recovery for life”. 

Your support has successfully helped thousands of men and 
their family members overcome the chaos of addiction and 
transform themselves into healthy, happy and productive family 
members, employees, neighbours and volunteers throughout our 
community.  

Every year since 2006 the Donner Canadian Foundation has 
recognized Fresh Start as one of the top three treatment centers 
in Canada and THE #1 Treatment Centre for the Prevention and 
Treatment of Substance Abuse in 2014, 2013 and 2010. In 2014 
we were also named the #1 Agency for ”Excellence in the deliv-
ery of Social Services”  in Canada (William H Donner Award) 
and the most consistently well managed agency in Canada (Peter 
F Drucker Award) 

Since 2007 Charity Intelligence Canada has ranked Fresh Start 
among the top social serving agencies in Canada for the Preven-
tion of Homelessness and we were a Four Star Agency in 2014. 
In 2013 Success Markets Inc. determined that we yield a Social 
Return on Investment (SROI) of 23:1. 

We “play well with others”. In 2009 we were the first agency ever 
in Calgary to sign a Good Neighbour Agreement and in 2013 we 
accepted the Calgary Award for Community Advocate Agency 
(2012) 10 days before we opened our home to 96 people from 
three recovery agencies displaced by severe flooding.

We are grateful for your support of the 2016 Vehicles & Violins 
Gala as you will return fathers to lost sons and daughters, restore 
trusted sons once considered by parents to have been forever lost 
and regain active, contributing members of our community who 
will continue to make Calgary a better place to live.

www.freshstartrecovery.ca          @FreshStartRC

The Alex is a tenacious organization, pushing the boundaries 
of traditional social service and health care models since 1973, 
born from the belief that “Health” is the complete state of 
physical, mental, emotional, social and economic well-being; 
not just the absence of disease.  

The measurable success of programs at The Alex demonstrates 
that when we stop treating symptoms and focus on the cause, 
our vision of a community of healthy individuals is within 
our reach. The Alex is dedicated to changing the landscape of 
healthcare for generations to come. Intuitively we know the 
biggest impact we can make as a community starts with our 
youth. 

Growing up isn’t easy, and every day vulnerable youth face 
multiple challenges to their mental and physical well-being.  
Since 2008, The Alex’s youth programs have been making a 
difference in the lives of literally thousands of kids each year. 

Our Youth Health Centre provides a safe and supportive space 
for youth to address their needs with the help of our caring 
and trust-inspiring team of interdisciplinary professionals. 
They invite youth aged 12-24 from all variety of backgrounds 
into a friendly, relaxed atmosphere to access a variety of free 
services on a drop-in basis.  

The Alex Youth Health Bus took the philosophy of the Youth 
Health Centre and put it on wheels, bringing the same model 
of health care directly to vulnerable youth making it easy to 
access the resources they need when they need it.  

The Alex Dental Health Bus hit the streets of Calgary in 2013 
with the goal of providing critical dental education and pre-
ventative care to children from low-socio economic house-
holds. The dental program helps kids live pain-free lives and 
regain self-esteem, preventing further social isolation. 

The youth programs share The Alex’s overall focus on crisis 
prevention, and our team of professionals work hard to step 
in before long-term interventions are needed. Our cost-effec-
tive programs save taxpayer dollars and strengthen the entire 
community. Most importantly they strengthen the clients we 
serve, providing a refuge that has been built on compassion, 
trust and respect, allowing them to recognize their worth and 
claim the life they deserve. 

“The Alex is my everything. It’s my haven. I feel safe, loved and 
wanted.” - Youth Health Centre Client

www.thealex.ca          @TheAlexCHC

Since 1986 The Children’s Cottage Society has been 
dedicated to preventing harm and neglect to children and 
building strong families through support services, respite 
programs and crisis nurseries. For nearly 30 years, we have 
been a recognized leader and a trusted source of support 
for our community’s children and families when in crisis. 

When families are in crisis and parents have nowhere to 
turn the Children’s Cottage Crisis Nursery, the only facility 
of its kind in Calgary, offers a 24/7/365 safe haven where 
their children may have respite from the stress of the 
situation, and are given nurturing care while their parents 
receive the help they need. Our qualified support teams 
work one on one with parents, providing non-judgmental 
support, parenting education, and the tools and resources 
to resolve their individual situation. 

We also provide in-home support programs for parents of 
infants and young children to help improve their parenting 
skills and address the challenges in their lives to ensure 
their child has the foundations for healthy development.

At Brenda’s House, families experiencing homelessness can 
stay together in a safe and stable homelike environment 
while being provided with assistance to find suitable and 
sustainable housing for their family. Parents are provided 
with ease of mind as their children are cared for while 
they job or house hunt, and short and long term follow 
up ensures that families are supported toward successful 
reintegration into the community.

With the support of our generous donors and volunteers, 
last year Children’s Cottage made a difference in the lives of 
1631 children from 944 families through the Crisis Nursery 
and Brenda’s House programs alone.

We are deeply grateful for your support of Children’s Cot-
tage through the 2016 Vehicles and Violins Gala. Together, 
we will “Change the Picture” for the children we serve, and 
build a community of Safe Children in Healthy Families.

www.childrenscottage.ab.ca        @childrnscottage.ab.ca 

Currently in its 64th year, the Calgary Motor Dealers Association 
has a long history of involvement with charitable organizations 
in the City of Calgary and our members have raised millions of 
dollars to support worthwhile charitable causes.  Our mission is 
to strengthen community ties by helping to facilitate relationships 
between our members and auto consumers, and many of our 
philanthropic endeavors draw upon these important relationships.

The 2016 Vehicles and Violins Gala is our 17th annual staging of 
this event, and for 2016 we have selected three highly-deserving 
charities to share in the net proceeds of this event.   Children’s 
Cottage Society, Fresh Start Recovery Centre and The Alex are 
each outstanding organizations providing valuable services to our 
community.  We are extremely proud to have them as the benefi-
ciaries of our Gala.

Since our first Gala in the year 2000, we have raised more than 
$3.3 million for charity!  This money has been shared by:
• Alberta Adolescent Recovery Centre
• Alberta Cancer Society
• Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation
• ALS Society of Alberta
• Alzheimer Society of Calgary
• Calgary Meals on Wheels
• Calgary Prostate Cancer Foundation
• Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation
• Canadian Cancer Society, Volunteer Driver Program
• Canadian Diabetes Association
• CMDA Entrance Endowment Fund at SAIT Polytechnic
• Fresh Start Recovery Centre
• Hospice Calgary
• Inn from the Cold Society
• Kids Help Phone
• KidSport Calgary
• Make- A-Wish Southern Alberta Canada
• Parkinson’s Society of Southern Alberta
• The Calgary Drop-In and Rehab Centre
• The Heartstrings Program of the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra
• The Heart and Stroke Foundation of Alberta, NWT and Nunavut
• The Kids Cancer Care Foundation of Alberta
• The Missing Children Society of Canada
• The Prostate Cancer Institute of Calgary

We are extremely proud to work with our members, sponsors, 
charities and patrons in this highly successful and ongoing 
endeavor to support highly worthwhile, deserving charities in our 
community.

www.autoshowcalgary.com         @VnVGala


